
Newton Dee Camphill Community is a place of 
opportunity.  It is a place for those who have often 
been limited by their need for extra help and support.  
It is a place with a caring atmosphere, where the 
needs of each individual are understood.  We offer 
a supported home life, fulfilling work, opportunities 
for personal growth, friendship, social interaction, 
education, training and cultural and spiritual 
inspiration for adults with special and complex needs.  
Above all, we value every member of our community 
for the different contributions they bring to our lives 
in so many different ways.

Founded in 1960, Newton Dee is now home to almost 200 people, nearly 
half of whom have some form of learning disability or special needs.  
The rest is made up of long term co-workers who live and work with their 
families in Newton Dee, short term volunteers who share a year of their 
life to experience something different, and employees who help with 
running workshops and administrative work.

Newton Dee is located on the edge of the City of Aberdeen in the 
Dee Valley.  Part urban and part rural, this has allowed us to create 
a sheltered environment while integrating into the cultural, social and 
economic life of our immediate surroundings and wider city life.

Newton Dee is a Camphill Community and member of the Association 
of Camphill Communities in the UK.  Our central principle is a shared 
community life with Social Pedagogy as our underlying principle, 
influenced by the teachings of Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925) which inspired 
Karl Konig (1902-1966) founder of the Camphill Movement.

The basis of our shared community life, as in all Camphill Communities, 
is a belief that despite any form of disability, each person is deserving 
of the same respect, consideration, and opportunities as everyone else.  
Everyone in Newton Dee is valued for their contribution to the life of 
the community.  Their abilities are nourished to grow into achievements 
which build a fulfilling life.



Community Life
A community is more than just a group of people.  The links and 
bonds that knit together a group of people grow from the mutual 
support that each one gives and receives, and the respect and 
appreciation of each person as an individual.

Rudolf Steiner believed that communities are stronger when 
everyone works to help each other rather than for personal reward. 
Following this philosophy, Camphill’s founders chose to do their 
work as a way of life rather than a job. This philosophy continues to 
be followed today, and no-one living at Newton Dee claims a wage. 
All work is done for the good of the community and each person’s 
needs are met from the resources of the community.

That does not mean we go without things or money. Everyone 
uses money and is encouraged to be responsible with it. We 
also recognise that not everyone is in a position to follow this 
financial philosophy, so we also employ people, especially to run 
workshops, assist with administration and care needs. Being part 
of the community at Newton Dee allows people to develop at their 
own pace and in their own direction. It ensures there is never any 
feeling of isolation, with everyone knowing they are valued.  In 
our community, the job of those who have responsibility for our 
households, workshops, farms and gardens is not simply one of 
‘caring’ for those with disabilities. They are working alongside those 
with special needs to create an environment where everyone can 
reach their fullest potential.

Home life
Different people need different things from their life at home. For 
those who enjoy involvement with a large group of people, we have 
larger households offering a shared community home life. The House 
Coordinator(s) are often a couple with a family, and their family life 
is interwoven with the lives of the other community members in the 
household. Other community houses cater for those who prefer to 
live in a smaller group or who may need a little more guidance in 
their daily routine.

Great care is taken to bring together households of people who 
enjoy and benefit from each other’s company, and while the main 
living spaces are shared, everyone has their own space when they 
need quieter moments. Some of our houses specifically cater for 
those who are older and need a more tranquil setting, less involved 
in the busy activity of community life.

We also offer a more independent lifestyle for those with the 
maturity, ability and willingness to take more responsibility for their 
daily lives. It can be a house or flat shared with others, or a bedsit 
attached to a household. Our experienced support workers are on 
hand to provide whatever assistance may be required.

Everyone contributes to the character and atmosphere of their 
home and helps with meals, laundry and housework. The feeling of 
security and confidence is aided by a rhythm to daily and weekly life, 
with regular mealtimes and routines.

Whether in a larger or smaller household, shared house, flat or 
bedsit, everyone is encouraged to achieve their fullest potential.

 Work Opportunities
Work that is useful, satisfying and provides high quality products or 
services is an important part of life at Newton Dee. Through work, 
everyone gains dignity and a sense of self -worth. Responsibility and 
social skills are developed and work provides an avenue for training 
and learning new skills. Many of our work places serve the public 
and foster integration with the wider community.

The Newton Dee Cafe, Gift Shop and Store are popular with the 
public. The Cafe serves delightful home-made food, often using 
produce from our gardens and farms, and using organic ingredients 
whenever possible. Our food Store stocks
one of the widest ranges of organic, whole food items and 
environmentally friendly products in the area.  Our Gift Shop sells 
quality items from our craft workshops, other Camphill centres, and 
from other craft workers.  There are opportunities to train and work 
in all aspects of these enterprises and to attain qualifications in 
conjunction with local colleges.

Our award-winning Bakery and Confectionary produce quality bread, 
pizza, cakes, flans, pastries and biscuits, for our households, Store, 
Cafe and the Bakery shop which is open to the public.  Work and 
training are in a cheerful atmosphere under experienced managers.  

The craft workshops produce quality art and craft items sold in our 
Gift Shop and
distributed worldwide through ‘Camphill Products’ and from our 
online shop.  The Toyshop produces a delightful range of wooden 
toys and the Metal workshop specialises in hand beaten copper 
work, jewelry and a range of unusual Christmas decorations. In the 
Craft Studio, a wide range of artistic themes are followed.  Training 
in the joinery, The Woodcais, provides skills, including the use of 
machinery to produce larger items and bespoke furniture. Teamwork 



is the essence of our workshops, with everyone taking great pride in 
their workmanship.

Our biodynamic Farms and Market Gardens make good use of the 
180 acres at Newton Dee, producing quality food for our households, 
Cafe and Store. There is healthy physical outdoor work, tending 
cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry.  Sowing, cultivating and harvesting 
vegetables, fruit, flowers and salad produce.

Maintenance of our delightful wooded grounds also provides work.  
Household work, e.g. cooking meals and keeping houses clean and 
comfortable, is vital to our community well being.  Those who no 
longer work due to age or health considerations are encouraged to 
remain as active as possible by involvement
in suitable activities to keep the body and mind agile.

Training Opportunities
At Newton Dee, we believe in lifelong personal development.  People 
of all ages and abilities are encouraged to learn new skills and 
accept new challenges.  Learning and training can be related to 
work, leisure or personal skills.

Our support workers have wide experience and qualifications in 
many fields and are encouraged to build on them for personal 
fulfilment and to the benefit of the community.  All short-term 
volunteers who work with us attend formal and informal training. We 
work closely with regulatory authorities to ensure our training and 
qualifications meet or exceed statutory requirements.

Friendship and Social Interaction
Because everyone at Newton Dee is valued and encouraged to 
be involved, our residents with special needs are confident and 
outgoing. At home, work and through social, cultural and recreational 
activities everyone mixes with different people, encouraging 
confidence and allowing friendships to develop. A broad outlook 
on life is encouraged, and many take interest in local, national and 
international affairs. Some attend local churches or are involved in 
other interest groups.

Socialising in our community can range from a friendly game at 
home, participating in music or drama in our hall or attending 
sporting events in the area. Newton Dee actively encourages 
interaction with the general public through its Store, Cafe and Gift 
Shop.  Holidays build and cement friendships, and extend horizons. 

Some visit family, others take a break at a different Camphill centre, 
with individuals or with a specialist organisation. We also organise 
small group holidays in Britain and abroad.  

The young voluntary workers who come to us from all over the world 
bring different cultures and new experiences to all in our community.  
The community, in return, enjoy teaching new skills and to show a 
different outlook on life. We are also developing a formal befriending 
network to create further opportunities.

Cultural and Spiritual Inspiration
Creative, artistic and spiritual threads are woven into daily life at 
Newton Dee.  Many therapies, including Art, Eurythmy, Speech 
and Counseling, are enjoyed by many in our community. Music 
is important in our cultural lives which can be anything from an 
impromptu get together to celebrate a birthday, to a concert in our 
Phoenix Community Centre.  In addition to the plays, concerts and 
readings by those in Newton Dee, our Community Centre also hosts 
public performances by groups from the wider locality and is a venue 
for the local arts festivals.

The facilities of Aberdeen provide ample opportunity for outings to 
cinemas, theatres and concerts, or just a cup of coffee in the city 
centre. Also on our doorstep is the glorious countryside of Royal 
Deeside, the Grampian mountains and the Aberdeenshire coast.  
Giving plenty of choice for days out, country walks and picnics.

We draw much inspiration from Christian ideals.  Celebration of 
the Christian festivals marks our progress through the year and 
imbues many of our cultural and artistic activities.  Members of our 
community are supported to take part in the spiritual and religious 
path of their choice.  Whether it be at the service in Newton Dee, 
one of the local churches in the area, or any other faith.  Our 
Christian ideals provide a spiritual dimension to our daily life, and 
this is free to be appreciated by all.  We welcome those of any belief 
who respect this aspect of our community life.

Working With us
We employ a number of people with the skills needed to help run our 
workshops, assist with administration and more acute care needs.  
While most of us who run our households and handle the day-to-day 
management live and work at Newton Dee. The major responsibility 
is held by those of us who have made a long-term commitment to 
our community life and live permanently in Newton Dee. We join 



Newton Dee out of common beliefs and a willingness to share in the 
Camphill philosophy and community life.

Our needs, and those of our family members, are met from the 
resources of our community and a fund to provide financial support 
in old age. We are assisted by volunteers from all over the world, 
many of them young people taking a gap year, gaining new 
experiences and shouldering responsibility for the first time. They 
help in our households and workshops, in return, they gain language 
and life skills, a broader understanding of other people and an 
insight into a different philosophy. Our community gains much from 
their youthful vigour and enthusiasm.

Caring for the Environment
Mutual respect and caring for each other is at the heart of life at 
Newton Dee. We extend those principles to the environment in which 
we live, and care for the land on which our community is based. On 
our farms and in our gardens we use only organic and biodynamic 
growing methods, caring for the soil using composting methods, 
natural fertilisers and preparations.

We use our organic produce as the basis of a healthy diet, providing 
wholesome food, free from additives. In everything we do, we try to 
use natural methods and materials for the good of the environment, 
and we maintain our grounds for the benefit of wildlife as well as 
ourselves. We aim to recycle materials and avoid waste.

Management and Finance
Newton Dee is a locally managed charity.  Our Council, which 
includes representatives from within and without Newton Dee, 
carries the responsibility for the governance.  We operate a 
horizontal management structure,  with many groups taking 
responsibility for the various areas of management.  Representatives 

from each group meet as part of our Day to Day Management Group 
to help keep oversight.  Decisions are made in mandated working 
groups, which consists of the long-term community members.  The 
monthly Newton Dee Meeting is an inclusive consultative body 
covering all aspects of community life.

The community’s day-to-day expenses are covered by local 
authorities funding, Housing Benefit and residents’ contributions. Our 
Cafe, Gift Shop, Store, farms, gardens and craft workshops provide 
income for reinvestment. Larger projects and capital developments 
may require fund raising activity which is supported by our PR and 
Fundraising Groups.  We are grateful to the many grant-making 
trusts, individuals and companies who generously assist our work.

All Newton Dee residents are encouraged to reach an appropriate 
level of financial independence and are helped to administer this 
with assistance where necessary.  

Contact Details

Newton Dee Office
Newton Dee

Bieldside
AB15 9DX

01224 868376

info@newtondee.org.uk
www.newtondee.org.uk
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