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Aberdeen Streets by John M. Corall
Aberdeen’s streets grew organically as the population increased in and around the commercial
settlement at the mouth of the Denburn and at the ecclesiastical settlement at lower Donside.
Initially landmarks such as the big ash tree or places important to the inhabitants such as the
kirk, castle or gallows were used as markers. It was topographical features that really
determined the street layout, but the 19th century in particular heralded in urban planning such
as we see today. It was infrastructure projects bridging the main watercourses that gave us the
present street scenes. So well done were these projects that most go unseen and unknown
today. The Denburn and and the Hazlehead Burn, that went under many names, posed most
challenges.
The basic street layout became established by the 14th Century centred on the Broadgate, Gallowgate, Upperkirkgate,
Netherkirkgate to Exchange St, West into the Green and East to Futty. Parson Gordon noted in his 1661 map that there were
just over 20 streets in the town. Formal naming of streets by the council only started in the 18th century, prior to that it came
from simple usage describing something of importance, i.e. Ship Raw (Rue in French), Exchequer Raw or Gallowgate,
For centuries, visitors from the North entered New Aberdeen on the road past the Gallow Hill by way of the Spital, or from the
NW by the pathway past the hamlet of Gilcomstoun for the Burgh had only one entrance worthy of the name of a public
highway. Whether it be the relatively numerous Royal visits or hostile armies, all had to make their precarious way down
Windmill Brae, across the Denburn and along the Green into the narrow alleys, closes and vennels of the town. The areas of
Ruthrieston and Gilcomston are named after two witnesses to an 1131 Charter in the Book of Deer.
The Aberdeen of pre-Union Street had been described as “an assemblage of narrow, ill built and badly arranged thoroughfares
without any good openings into the country, crowded with buildings and abominably filthy. The thoroughfares leading out to the
Dee and also to the North were steep, rough, narrow and malodorous”. The explosive expansion over the Denburn enabled the
upper and middle classes, the nouveau riche, or social upstarts as they were sometimes called, to exhibit “a metropolitan
polish”. Aping the naming of streets after desirable areas of London became de rigueur.
Aberdeen’s population increased from 35k to 100k between 1811 and 1871 but the area only increased from 1200 acres to
1780 acres. The now largely unknown watercourses of the Denburn and the burn now called the West Burn of Rubislaw, so
useful in the past, hampered urban expansion until suitably bridged. The Denburn at Union Bridge, Schoolhill Viaduct,
Rosemount Viaduct, and twice at Carden Haugh and the Rubislaw Burn on Holburn Street at Ashvale Place and at the bottom
of Dee Street. The 1880’s saw expansion to Torry with the opening of Victoria Bridge and the Council being granted new
Explosive Expansion: From the 20 roads in Parson Gordon’s time of 1661 to over 3000 today
totalling 567 miles, or laid end to end would stretch from here to the English Channel.
Population: End of 1300’s no more than 3000: Reformation 4000, 1633 estimated 8000; 1643 at
9000; but the wars of the Covenant reduced this number so that by 1708 it was 6000; by 1755
and including Old Machar, it rose to 15,730; in 1801 to 27,908; in 1811 it was 35,380, in 1821 it
was 44,796 and in 1831 it was 58,019. in 1991 it was 196,000 but today is about 230,000.

1746 Very Little Change in 100 years: Twixt Don and Dee, the ravines of Aberdeen’s Denburn
and multi-named Hazlehead Burn to the West hindered road expansion.

Aberdeen 1789 Watercourses: Aberdeen is hemmed in by watercourses, especially the
Denburn.
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The Denburn at Carden Heugh 1789: Country lanes with the Denburn reigning supreme.

The West Burn of Rubislaw: Very little development in an agricultural environment where
water ruled supreme.

City Centre 1809: Union Street and Union Bridge stimulated urban expansion.

The West End 1809: The urban sprawl has started but the watercourses hinder development.

The West End 1854: Union Street and the bridging of the Denburn stimulated the spread west
but the deep watercourses still severely restricted expansion.

The South Roads: Rubislaw West Burn aka The Hol “Howe” Burn or the Ferryhill Burn
restricted expansion into Ferryhill until it too was suitably bridged.

Back Wynd. Used to continue into the Green prior to Union Street being built, and some of the
original cobbles can be seen under the old Boot’s Stair. It was originally called Westerkirkgate and
was opened in 1594 on arable land that once belonged to the Black Friars under a 1374 charter. The
study of secular music was important in early times and it is noted that the Council appointed a
chaplain master of the Sang school as early as 1475. After the Reformation it was called the Music
school but this Back Wynd school was sold in 1758.
Belmont Street. The land on Caberstone Croft became Belmont Street and Little Belmont St in
1784. It holds the dubious distinction according to G M Fraser “as the beginning of the evil fashion
of applying pretty but meaningless names to the streets of the burgh. The descriptive names in the
older burghs are a source of endless interest. In Aberdeen the name of every street, up to this time,
had a definite and intelligible application, Ship Raw, Castlegate, Netherkirkgate etc”.
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Desirable Belmont Street, the road with a country vista. The street became the coveted West End and fine buildings were
constructed on this prime real estate but Union Bridge was the catalyst for its decline. The former Congregational Church based
on Lund Cathedral, Stockholm provides a valuable contribution to Belmont Street and to the wider Aberdeen skyline. The tall
tourelles (towerlets) at each corner of the building are overscaled to give it even greater landmark presence, The Italian
Romanesque style is also very unusual for Aberdeen.
Blackfriars Street. In 1222 Alexander II visited the city and founded the Black Friars monastery at
Schoolhill. He also granted to the Burgh and Burgesses the privilege of having a weekly Sunday
market but in 1560 the convent and the church of the Dominican’s (Blackfriars) were razed to the
ground by militant converts to Lutheran doctrines. Parson Gordon noted in 1559 that nothing of
the Black Friar’s buildings could be seen but Dr Guild or Davie do a’ thing were blamed of
sacrilege and for purloining the stone from the church and and convent. The street was
constructed in the 18th century over what had been the Black Friars buildings and burial ground.
Demolition started here in 1923 to construct the War Memorial extension to the Art Gallery and didn't stop until every building
was erased.
Boulevard: This road is first mentioned in the Register of Bishops in 1531 as the road to the
bowling green, to the Bools. In 1605 it was known as the Bowlgate or Bowl Road (pronounced
Bool) and in 1831 was renamed Albion Street after a petition by the feuars to the Commissioners.
Stated at the time as a street of moderate width, consisting of provision sellers and grocers shops,
etc. it became less and less desirable. 1848 saw Albion Street Congregational Church replacing
the bawdy "penny rattler” street theatre that really gave the area a very bad reputation. The area
was cleared in the 1950s for the development of the Beach Boulevard and this once notorious
street morphed into the northbound carriageway just outside Hanover Street School.

Broad Street: John Crab, Burgess is mentioned in a charter of 1349 as having various crofts of
land, and of tenements, in the new street of the Gallowgate. The Grey Friars were granted lands
and property situated on the east side of the Gallowgate in 1469 and in 1471 they founded a
monastery on the east side of the Broadgate. Note the street name change. Thomas Gray was
the last prior of the Grey Friars who left for France after the Reformation and sought asylum at
Rouen where he died apparently aged 137 years.
In 1525 three Shire Lairds, two Leslies and a Seton along with 80 spearmen attacked the city at
night killing or wounding 80 citizens before being repulsed.
Seton, Master of Forbes, however was murdered in the Provost’s house two years later. In 1530 along with the kinsmen of Lord
Forbes, Forbes of Pitsligo, Forbes of Brux and a clan follower distinguished as Evil Willie invaded the town but they had been
expected and were driven into Greyfriars where they were besieged for 24 hours before being allowed to leave. Lord Forbes
had been blackmailing the Council for a tun of wine, eight barrels, for protecting the fishings on the Dee and the Don during the
close-season. When the fishers found out that “they who should be keeper are principal destroyers and fishers of the waters in
undue time”, they determined to withhold the wine. James V and his court visited the city for 15 days in 1537 but during this
time, the Master of Forbes sought to revenge the killing of Seton of Meldrum. His conspiracy is not recorded but he was tried
for plotting against the king and sentenced to be “harlyt and drawin throw the cassay of Edinburgh, and hangit on the gallouse to
the deid”; but after some mediation by some friends, this was reduced to a more favourable beheading and quartering.
The hatchet was buried between the warring rebel Lords in 1597 who then promptly renounced Popery and subscribed to the
Protestant faith. After a sermon, the parties sat down to to a sumptuous party of sweetmeats and wine. They then made their
way to the Tolbooth where Earls and Ministers were made burgesses. Reports assured that there was nothing but “waughting”,
drinking, happening in the evening.
After Montrose’s triumphal march through the town in April 1639, the inhabitants were mustered at the Grey Friars Church and
were ordered to subscribe to the Covenant or have all that they owned confiscated. They pleaded for time but Montrose
returned from Inverurie, commanded them to sign and fined them 100, 000 Merks. The majority of the citizens signed under
duress and Montrose set off south with the Marquis of Huntly as prisoner. Loyal feelings for the Gordons and anxiety for
revenge enabled the Earl Marischal to raise an army of 3000 Covenanters in Aberdeen. The Cavalier Gordons took Aberdeen in
a surprise attack but when they left after 5 days the Marischal swept in and “did crop the calsay courageously”. Montrose feinted
an attack upstream of the Brig o Dee that drew defenders from the bridge that was ultimately taken. The Gordons were routed
and the victorious Montrose marched into town. The city was only rescued from pillage by a bribe of 7000 Merks and 48
Cavalier citizens bound with ropes and thrown into the Tolbooth. Montrose had been ordered to burn Aberdeen but didn’t.
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In July 1645 Sir John Gordon of Haddo and henchman John Logie were convicted of taking the Provost, raising arms with
Huntly against the country, killing two soldiers, and sundry other points. Both were sentenced to beheading at the Cross in
Edinburgh and after negotiation were allowed six friends to accompany them to the scaffold and to put the heads in a kist
together to be transferred to Grey Friars kirkyard for burial. Thus ended the lives of two who would never subscribe to the
covenant.
Carden Place. Called in memory of Jerome Cardan, the Italian polymath who was one of the
most influential mathematicians of the Renaissance but was also proficient as a physician,
biologist, physicist, chemist, astrologer, astronomer, philosopher, writer, and gambler. He visited
Aberdeen in 1552 and his attention was drawn to a particularly good well and to supplying the
town with water. In 1632 a headcount of citizens sanctioned the proposal to bring water into the
city in lead pipes, however civil unrest postponed its implementation but desperation in 1706
kickstarted the project. Shortly afterwards the springs of Cardenheugh were harnessed and
conveyed at the rate of 15 - 60 gallons a minute to a cistern, a fountain in Castle Street, the
“Mannie” as Aberdeen’s first piped public well. The success of the scheme encouraged expansion throughout the town in 1742
and 1766.
Carmelite Street: The Carmelite Friary was founded 1273 very close to the Trinity monastery but
was destroyed in 1560, during the Protestant Reformation, and the Carmelite property fell to the
crown. Forfeited property was then granted to private individuals or the town council. In time,
Marischal College benefited by the gift of Friars’ Glen in Drumtochty from the Earl Marischal and
from revenues gifted by the daughter of the artist George Jamesone who fell heir to a portion of
the Carmelite gardens.

Castlehill. In 1264 Edward 1 stayed for 5 days in “the citie of a “faire castell” and a Court was
held in it in 1299. In 1308 Bruce, accompanied by citizens of Aberdeen defeated Comyn at Barra
and then went on to storm Aberdeen Castle, kill the English garrison and raise the structure to the
ground ”least at any time thereafter it should prove a yoke upon the townsmen’s necks, and, in
place there-off, builded a chapel which they dedicated to St Ninian”. The watchword being BonAccord. English in the neighbourhood marched on the town but were defeated and the captives
were hanged. The Canons had vainly tried to stop the killing but were allowed to bury the dead at
the postern of St Nicholas and made the citizens pray for their souls. The priests bestowed a penance but the Scottish
sovereign bestowed a reward and new coat of arms. Bruce bestowed upon the Burgesses and citizens, the Royal Burgh of
Aberdeen and the forest of the Stocket in 1319. St Ninian’s became a lighthouse after repairs in 1566.
souls. The priests bestowed a penance but the Scottish sovereign bestowed a reward and new coat of arms. Bruce bestowed
upon the Burgesses and citizens, the Royal Burgh of Aberdeen and the forest of the Stocket in 1319. St Ninian’s became a
lighthouse after repairs in 1566.
The Heading Hill or the valley between it and Castle Hill, Commerce Street, were the favoured spot for burnings, a spectacle
that attracted most of the 7500 citizens to the macabre spectacles. The coal that was invoiced for the burning was stored in St
Ninian’s Chapel, but was it used to heat the Tolbooth Library for the comfort of those trying the poor wretches? Barbara Card
was burnt as a witch in 1590 and in 1594 several more old women suffered the same fate. 1596 was a bad year and another 26
unfortunate women were imprisoned and tortured. Two women died under torture but their bodies were still dragged through the
streets. 22 who survived imprisonment and torture, along with the son of one of them were found guilty by trial and condemned
to the flames. Accordingly, by judicious management, and by bringing two or three to the stake at a time, it was contrived to
delight the public with incremations for upwards of 12 months. The expense for all the spectacles amounted to £178 17s 4d and
was defrayed from the Guildry Funds. William Dun, the Dean “for his extraordinary pains in burning of the great number of
witches this year, and in the hanging of four pirates at the Blockhouse,” was rewarded with a fee of £47 3s 4d. Similar scenes
were enacted between the years 1626 and 1632 on a slightly less lavish scale. Those engaged in these barbarous atrocities
included the learned and pious prelate Bishop Forbes and the Magistrates who had encouraged Edward Raban to set up his
Press in the Castlegate in 1622.
1642 and the town was again occupied by 500 soldiers under Lord Sinclair. This unruly group we are told went about “daily
deboshing, drinking, hureing, nicht-walking, combating, sweiring, and bringing sundry honest women-servantis to gryte miserie.
65 honest sisterhood were delated before Church Courts, 12 after being paraded through the streets by the hangman, were
banished from the burgh, some were imprisoned and others fled.1650 Cromwell saw weakness in Scotland so marched north,
defeated the Scots at Dunbar and swept across the country. Charles was crowned King of Scots at Scone in 1651, the last
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coronation on Scottish soil. Stupidly he led an army south but Cromwell routed it, 3000 Scots were killed and 10,000 taken
prisoner to be sold to American plantations. Cromwell’s army under Gen Monk entered Aberdeen to enslave the city. The
English troops erected a fortification on the original castle site with stone purloined from St Machar Cathedral. “Thus ended the
civil wars of the Covenant, in despotism and in foreign domination” and Parson Gordon remarked in 1654 that “St Ninian
couldn’t stop the English building a castle on Castle Hill”. There was no water on it and was only occupied for 5 years by Monk.
An Observatory was built on St Ninian’s Chapel in 1783 but both were demolished in 1794 to make room for a barracks
completed in early 1796, with accommodation for 600 men. The picture is interesting, as it shows the line of Hangman's Brae,
which descended from the south west corner of the hill to Castle Lane and into Virginia Street. It was partly absorbed into the
construction of Castle Terrace in 1864. The houses on the left of the illustration with the outside steps were incorporated into the
first Hospital for Sick Children in 1877.
Castlegate: The name is first mentioned as Vicus Castri as existing before 1350 for
the castle is mentioned in 1264.
After the battle of Corrichie in 1562 the defeated Gordons, including the dead body of
the Earl of Huntly were imprisoned in the Tolbooth by the victorious Murrays. The
body was then sent to Edinburgh so that sentence of forfeiture could be pronounced
over the mangled remains but two days after their imprisonment the other five Gordons
were hanged outside the Tolbooth. Three days later, Huntly’s second son, Sir John Gordon and
said to be Mary Queen of Scots lover, was led to the scaffold in the Castlegate to be beheaded. A
tearful Mary was forced by her brother the Earl of Murray to watch the many unskillful attempts of the executioner. Another son
of the Earl, William Gordon, was the last Catholic prelate of Aberdeen and died in 1557. The present Tollbooth was built in 1629
and housed many poor unfortunates during its time as the prison for Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire.
In 1640 The Earl Marischal exacted a loan of all gold, silver and coins from the townspeople, and then a muster of all people
capable of bearing arms but only 260 obeyed and that number dwindled daily. Marischal and Major-General Munro’s 800
footmen with a few horse took possession of the town, but before entry, they ordered the Magistrates to bind the citizens to
furnish 12,000 lbs of biscuits, 1,200 pairs of shoes, 3,000 ells of canvas for tents and 50 horses. Aberdeen was noted for its
shoemaking even in the times of the Bruce but Dr Johnson erroneously attributed it to Cromwell’s soldiers. For three months the
citizens were subjected to the most grievous oppression; goods were carried off at will, they were turned out of their homes and
able bodied were commandeered and forced to join Leslie’s army for the invasion of England. Others escaped to the Craigs of
Downy and even further down the coast. One 72 year old man was heard to say that he wished that all Munro’s soldiers should
go the same way as one that was accidentally drowned. For that he was sentenced to “ride the mare”. A brutal punishment of
two planks fixed together like an inverted V with a sharp ridge. Few people were ever the same after this barbaric sentence. A
shelter for the troops was constructed between the crosses on the Castlegate using stolen timber but two years later it blew
down in a hurricane, went on fire and almost burnt the town down. Munro and his Officers were all made Burgesses and he
was given Freedom of the City!
Montrose returned to the NE in 1650 but failed to raise men so then went west to take refuge in Ardvreck Castle but Neil
MacLeod handed him over in exchange of the bounty. His passage through the streets of Edinburgh was remarkably subdued,
as was his death. His last words were reported as "God have mercy on this afflicted land!" Tears were running down the
hangman's face as he pushed him off. He was only 37. One of his hands was sent to Aberdeen to adorn the door of the
Tolbooth. The Reformation inflicted a heavy toll and by 1698 there were only 4 Catholic priests in Aberdeen who celebrated
mass in the house of Count Leslie of Balquhain in the east end of Castle Street.
The Castlegate also had a gibbet, opposite King St, that was used to hang delinquents. They were put on a waterman’s cart that
was then driven off leaving them suspended a yard above the cassies.
The exemplary sandstone hexagonal Merkat Cross was erected in 1686 on the site of the older Fish Cross. It was taken down
and repaired in 1821. The “Mannie” was moved to The Green in 1852 and re-appeared in the Castlegate in the 1970s. In 1706,
it was the first public well erected in the city.
Chanonry. The cathedral is sited upon a former Celtic church dating from AD 580 and became a
cathedral circa 1130. It was the ecclesiastical centre of Aberdeen with the name being derived
from Canon. It is thought that up to 30 canons were required to perform the duties of this NE
centre during its heyday. The Chanonry wall enclosed the cathedral and cemetery, the Bishop’s
Palace, clergy lodgings, gardens, glebes and even a hospital. Entrance was through four gates,
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The English also set fire to the Bishop’s Palace when they burnt Aberdeen in 1336 and it was c. 1459 before the Episcopal
palace was rebuilt. During the time of Charles I it was plundered and destroyed again, this time by Covenanters. The Reformers
from Angus and the Mearns tried to demolish the great spire of St Machar Cathedral on the 29 Dec 1559 but locals put a stop to
it so they turned their attention to the buildings of the friars in New Aberdeen. These Reformers and some local inhabitants
ransacked the places of the Black, Grey, Red and White Friars, even carrying off the lead, wood and stones. Soon afterwards,
the remaining buildings and
lands were confiscated by the crown.
Dr Guild set about destroying the Bishop’s palace in August 1645. He raised the pavement of the hall and chamber, broke down
the great joists, stately timber work, hewn doors and windows, walls and slates. “It was odiously thought of and sundry thought
he was not wise as he could have made a more godly use in not demolishing it.”
When English troops occupied the town again in 1654, they demolished the disused choir of the Cathedral and in doing so
probably weakening the the central tower for it fell down during a storm in 1688. They used the purloined stones and also some
remaining ones from the destroyed Chanonry to construct a castle on Castlehill. We were to wait until 1953 to get the cathedral
as we know it.
Correction Wynd. Called after the House of Correction, an early style workhouse that was
established there in 1637. The Council laid down a very detailed plan for the funding, the building
of the poorhouse and drew a wide group of likely beneficiaries: “all vagabonds, strong and sturdie
beggares, idle and maisterles persones strong in bodie and habill to work, servants disobedient to
maisteris, children disobedient to parentis, leud leivars, pyikers, commoun scoldis, and
wncorrigible harlottis, not amending be the discipline of the kirk.” The cloth work and the
punishing regime was abandoned in 1711, almost certainly as the trade in cloth had declined so
much that there was not sufficient benefit to the merchants.
One poor soul, a frail female was sentenced in July 1638 by the Kirk Session to be carted from the market cross to the Quay
Head ducked, put in the Correction House and to remain there to be whipped every Monday until May 1839. What her offence
was is not known. The Kirk was notoriously harsh in their judgement of immoral women so it was probably for fornication and
blaspheming. A Margaret Warrack was ordered to be detained in the House of Correction in 1640 until she confessed to the sin
of fornication, with the sentence of a whipping at the stake expected to loosen her tongue. Petty criminals also suffered ducking
from the harbour crane.
Craibstone. John Crabbe was a notorious Flemish engineer, pirate and soldier who
distinguished himself at the siege of Berwick where he was a Burgess in 1319. Earlier in his
career, Crab had established himself in Aberdeen where it is thought that he had relatives and
used the city as a base for his pirating of predominantly English ships. War broke out again
between Scotland and England in 1332 but Crabbe’s fleet of 10 Flemish ships were decisively
beaten in the Firth of Tay. Crabbe was captured, held in chains as a prisoner and taken to
England. The next year Berwick was again besieged and taken but the Scots refused to ransom
Crabbe for believing that he had helped Edward III. They then killed his son. Edward in turn rewarded Crabbe for his good
service and pardoned him of all crimes.
The feud between the Houses of the Earl of Huntly (Gordons) and Lord Forbes in 1571 led to a skirmish on the outskirts of the
town at the field of the Crabstane in 1571. The Forbes’s lost 70 men so they retreated leaving behind their leader. The battle
fought on 13th September 1644 was between the city Covenanter force of 2,000 foot, 500 cavalry and some heavy artillery,
against 1,500 foot and 75 horse led by the Marquis of Montrose. Because someone in the town broke the protocol and shot the
messenger, an unfortunate drummer, the furious reaction overwhelmed the larger force with disastrous results for the town’s
Craigie Loanings: The St Nicholas Chartulary mentions an endowment in 1461 from an
Alexander Crag whose croft was commonly called Cragvele near the king’s highway that leads to
Rubbislaw. Crag’s Loaning, in the way that Aberdonians are fond of diminutives soon became
Craggie’s Loaning and then Craigie Loaning. The first granite quarries in Aberdeen, Loanhead,
opened up at the top of this former country lane in 1730. This was a more friable easier worked
granite that was quarried close to the surface but it lacked the whiter sparkle of deeper quarried
stone. There is just a small often neglected memorial garden half way up the Loanings with a
small inscribed granite stone dedicated to world famous Mary Garden 1874-1967 for us to
remember her by. She was born in Aberdeen when her mother was just 14 but emigrated to the
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US when she was nine. After a few moves, the family settled in Chicago five years later. She showed US when promise as a
young singer and wealthy patrons David and Florence Mayer supported her studies in Chicago and in Paris in 1896. She
continued her training there where she joined the Opera-Comique. She sang the lead role in the opera Louise in 1900, became
one of the leading sopranos and enjoyed unrivalled success until her retirement in 1934. Mary Garden was the composer's
choice to create the role of Melisande in Debussy's Pelleas et Melisande. Her performances met with considerable critical
acclaim. Whilst in Paris, she would go to sing at Covent Garden but did not like it there. She also created a sensation as Salomé
in the French version of Richard Strauss's opera of that name. She moved back to America in 1907. By 1910, Garden had
become a household name within America. She left the Manhattan Opera House to join the Chicago Grand Opera Company
where she sang from 1910 to 1913. During World War I she was decorated by the French and Serbian governments and made
a Chevalier (knight) of the Légion d'Honneur in 1921 She retired from the opera stage in 1934, after making her last appearance
as Katyusha at the Opéra-Comique. She retired to Aberdeen but she worked as a talent scout for MGM, gave lectures and
recitals, mostly on the life and works of Claude Debussy till the end of 1949. For much of her life she had openly encouraged
young singers and even secretly paid for them to receive training. She continued to support young artists after her retirement
through master classes, often allowing aspiring artists to attend free of charge. She set up the Mary Garden Award for opera
singing at the Aberdeen International Youth Festival.
Cuparstone Lane. This almost unknown name now started off as an area where wooden cups,
caps in the vernacular, were manufactured, adjacent to a grove of trees, think of Ashvale and
Union Grove. Even as late as 1811, there is mention of feu duty from Caparstone. Cuparstone
Row was a road leading from Cuparston Place to Wellington Place now the top of Holburn Street.
Cuparston Place was the turnpike road leading from Holburn Street to Mannofield but it’s name
became the posher sounding Gt Western Road imported from London. Sad that the name of this
artisan district still became unfashionable even though the name had already morphed. The deep
Haugh was bridged at Union Glen to create a road from the top of Union Street south, but even
the name of the burn underneath changed to the Hol Burn when the 1869 OS map was published. The quest for more
important sounding names, most imported from London continued for the such was the obsequiousness of the upwardly mobile
in their movement westwards.
Esslemont Avenue. The name is a reminder of the old Gordon family name that famously and
infamously featured throughout Aberdeen’s history. A street from the north could never meet up
with Union Street until the Denburn was bridged again at Carden Haugh. The Grammar School
was built on the north side of the Heugh so a bridge to cross it had to be built to Skene Street. The
school gardens were next to go when Rose Street became an option south after the Bridewell
Prison was removed. The area from Leadside Road south was built up across the Denburn and
now folk seldom notice the former major piece of Victorian infrastructure.
Exchange Street: A street proposed by Archibald Simpson whilst he was working on the Market
building and on land owned by Aberdeen Railway Company. They were going to build a double
decker station but in 1854 they were given an offer that they couldn’t refuse. Instead of a railway
station, a Corn Exchange was built on Hadden Street and on the new street leading to Guild
Street.
Exchequer Row: Or ‘Cheq’ra Wynd is a short street extending from Ship Row to Castle Street.
The street indirectly took its name from the Royal Exchequer and Mint established there said to be
from the time of William the Lion although the earliest preserved coins date from David II. Perhaps
because of the not uncommon practice of remelting the coins so to get more than the normal 240
to the pound of silver. In the early days the street was commonly called the Skakkarium. An entry
in the Exchequer Rolls of Scotland in 1358 mentions the rent of the Skakkarium, or King’s Custom
House in Aberdeen. Such a house in England had for some time Aberdeen Mint became the
centre of coin production in 1342 becauThe plague however appeared in Aberdeen in 1401, 1498,
1506, 1514, 1530, 1538, 1546, 1549 and 1608. In 1647, 1760 people died in four months out of a
population of 9000. The illustration shows Alexander III silver pennies minted in Aberdeen
between 1250 and 1280.se of the plague elsewhere.
Fountainhall Road. Was not named after the house of that name but from Fountain Haugh, the
marshy ground that provided many good springs. Such was the quality and quantity of water found
there that six fountains, water cisterns, were constructed there to supply the town with water to the
Water House in Broad St that was built in 1769. One of the fountains was taken down and rebuilt
in the Duthie Park in 1905 as a reminder of its past importance. There had been a house built in
1753 but mystery surrounds its name for it was not until 30 years later that it was definitely given
the name Fountainhall.
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Futtie: First mentioned as existing before 1350 as Vicus de Ffoty after St Fotin who of course went
out of fashion after the Reformation. The spelling in old writings is Futtie, or sometimes, though
seldom, Fottie, Fittie, Fotyn, or Fotty. Many erroneous attempts have been made to make the
derivation of the name somehow related to the river hence the modern nonsensical Footdee. The
lane called Hangman’s Brae was called the Futty Wynd in 1281. Futty was inhabited solely by fishers
but throughout history they have suffered worse from epidemics than the rest of the town. “The
ravages of the plague was very great and in 1789 cholera killed one in 20 persons where elsewhere
in the town it was one in 800.”
Gallowgate. An ancient road, it is mentioned as existing before 1350 and was called the Vicus
Furcarum. The Windmill at Porthill appears to have existed as early as 1271. In 1469 The Grey Friars
were granted lands and property situated on the east side of the Gallowgate, note, not the Broadgate.
The Gallowgate or Causey Port also known as Thief’s Gate was considered ancient in 1518 and this
impressive structure adorned with royal arms was demolished in 1769 for allegedly causing traffic
congestion. Before its disappearance however, on the 19 March 1644 the Gordons suddenly galloped through the Gallowgate
Port and took captive the Provost, Dean of Guild and two principal Burgess. The following year Sir John Gordon of Haddo and
henchman John Logie were convicted of taking the Provost, raising arms with Huntly against the country, killing two soldiers and
sundry other points. Both were sentenced to beheading at the Cross in Edinburgh and after negotiation allowed six friends to
accompany them to the scaffold. Their heads were put in a kist together and transferred to Grey Friars kirkyard for burial. Thus
ended the lives of two who would never subscribe to the covenant.
This street was considered one of the finest mediaeval streets in Scotland, better than the Royal Mile in Edinburgh but true to
form, buildings on it were demolished and replaced by inferior structures. In fact it was not just buildings that were destroyed.
Quakers bought their first property in Aberdeen in 1671 on the east side of the Gallowgate to bury their dead. Despite being a
legal burial, the first corpse was dug up after three days and interred in Futty graveyard. Over the next five years another adult
and five children were exhumed with the walls surrounding their graveyard torn down six times. They also had to pay church
and gravediggers fees for that was the root cause of the dispute. The action of the Quakers was seen as a threat to the
establishment so in 1675 the authorities amended the Burgess oath to exclude Quakers and Catholics from full Burgess rights.
The Green. The Green Road or Greengate was first mentioned as the Vicus Viridis in 1273. It
was the main thoroughfare into the town for at least seven centuries and the whole spectrum of
society trod this highway. Exiting the East Green one had to turn left and go up to the
Netherkirkgate or right via Shiprow to circle around St Katharine’s Hill to the Castlegate. The
abandoned St Katherine’s chapel stood there until the end of the sixteenth century but the area
did attract all kinds of nefarious activities that incurred the wrath of the kirk and Council.
In 1336 the English landed at Dunnottar with Edward III, defeated the citizens at the Green and laid waste the city. When the
town was rebuilt from the ashes, it was given the title New Aberdeen. The Palace (King’s Residence) between the Green and
the shore was also destroyed.
Between 1740 and 1746 Aberdeen, in common with other towns “was disgraced by the traffic which consisted in kidnapping
persons” to be transported and sold as slaves in the American plantations. Children from as far away as 50 miles were taken by
force to be driven like flocks through the town, like herds of sheep, under the care of a keeper armed with a whip. When the
barn in the Green was full, the public workhouse and then the Tolbooth was utilised. One of two vessels that sailed from
Aberdeen in 1743 contained no fewer than 69 persons, and the despicable trade continued for six years. A total of six hundred
is a conservative estimate. Those responsible “were men of note, of fortune and in public office”. Peter Williamson, Indian Peter
was one of the very few to return but he was successful in the Court of Session against the perpetrators but they however
evaded justice for 20 years. The “lower orders” were ignorant of their rights, menaced with imprisonment or banishment and
were terrified of the impotent threats. Anyone who started an action before the Lords of Session found that “no officer in
Aberdeen could be prevailed on to cite the parties to appear in court”.
In 1758 Indian Peter arrived back in town, dressed in Indian attire and circulating his pamphlets exposing his kidnapping to the
crowd. He was seized, tried, fined, banished from the city and his pamphlets burnt at the Merkat Cross. However he returned
and in 1762 Williamson and was awarded £100 damages with £80 expenses, but of course the perpetrators escaped further
punishment by the Act of Indemnity. He continued further actions and was successful despite the best efforts of the guilty
parties to intoxicate the Judge /Arbitrator who was kept drunk for two days before making his judgement.
John Buchan traded in the 1633 building previously known as Aedie's Lodging, that was reputed to be the building in which
children who had been kidnapped for the slave trade in America were held. On the left is the stairway leading to Union Street
but before the street was built this corner was the junction of Back Wynd and the Green.
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Guestrow. 1349 A charter of 1349 by John Crab, burgess, mentions various crofts of land, and of
tenements, in the new street of the Gallowgate. First mentioned in 1450 as Vicus le Gastraw.
The idea that it had been named for its hospitality and connection with guests and hostelries has
been well and truly discredited. Parson Gordon describes how it stood on high ground overlooking
the the great church and churchyard. Mediaeval people also thought that the ghosts of the dead
could be seen in their nightly walks. Charters of the 16th and 17th centuries name it as Vicus
Lemurum, Road of the Spirits. The normally accurate Parson Gordon was vague. He described it
as “of old” and his simple assumption was unfortunately taken by others as fact. Recorded in the Burgh Registers are two
property disputes in 1541 and 1546 that confirm that the Guestrow and Broad Street were two distinct and separate well
established streets. It was noted after the disastrous fire in 1741 that the old buildings on the westernmost side (lower) of the
Guestrow were made of wood and this type of construction was prohibited in the future buildings. The layout of the tofts in the
westernmost line of houses all had gardens which ran downhill and is identical to other early tofts in the town. The row between
this and Broadgate must have been a later addition.
1746 Jacobite rebels passed through the town hotly pursued by the Duke of Cumberland who was warmly greeted in the
Schoolhill and taken to his lodgings in the Guestrow through streets lined by burgesses and citizens. It was proposed that His
Highness should reside in Marischal College, but after inspection, they were deemed unfit. He commandeered Alexander
Thomson, Advocate’s mansion house for six weeks wrecking and purloining anything of value and leaving without so much as
an apology. That was nothing however compared to the thefts by General Hawley. He had obtained possession of the dwelling
of Mrs Gordon of Hallhead on the understanding that “everything was to be locked up”. Next day however he demanded all the
keys or he would break the locks. Later that evening she was informed by Major Wolfe that “by the Duke of Cumberland and
General Hawley’s order, she was to be deprived of everything except the clothes on her back!” Despite assurances she was to
be deprived of everything except the clothes on her back!” Despite assurances that she could get a few things, none was
forthcoming. Every single thing, including rags were plundered from the house, packed up and shipped out. The best tea
equipage and the set of coloured china were addressed to Cumberland at St James’s London and all the rest to Hawley himself.
No fewer than 433 pieces of china and earthenware, provisions, clothes, etc were stolen. A friend of Mrs Gordon recognised
the china for sale in a shop in London. On enquiring she was informed that the Duke had given it all away to a woman of the
town. After these heroic actions, the Duke departed on the 8 April, leaving behind a garrison of 200 stationed in Gordon’s
Hospital given the title Fort Cumberland and stabled their horses in the West Kirk of St Nicholas. Despite soldiers stoving in the
townspeople’s windows, the the victor of Culloden was made a Burgess, given gold boxes, the freedom of the town and
compliment on his bravery and good conduct. That is the official version! He scored out the list of proposed Burgesses, added
himself, demanded the trappings and the allegiance of all citizens. On the other hand, Jacobite George Gordon, 2nd of
Esslemont and 13th of Hallhead and Secretary to 4th Lord Forbes of Pitsligo was not given a Parliament amnesty. In 26 July
1746 the Guestrow house and family estates were apparently granted to James Chalmers printer in Aberdeen. He was
probably a friend of the family for although John Gordon escaped to Bordeaux, the property went to his son Robert 1.

Guild Street. Built on the former Quay-Head that extended from the vicinity of the Trinity Kirk
eastward to the old Weigh-house and was in existence in the 14 century. The Quayhead was
for a long time one of the chief places of punishment in the burgh. Adultery, incontinence,
swearing and similar offences were punished by ducking. A cuckstool was used in the early
days but after 1582 refinement meant that the harbour crane was used to lower and raise the
“rams horn” seat. The drowning pool opposite Shore Brae was known as “The Pottie” and
between 1584 and 1587 four females guilty of child murder and two men convicted of murder
were drowned there.
The Burgh Records recorded that the first named ship built in Aberdeen was for a 50 ton barque called Bon Accord in 1606.
The timber was to be floated down the Dee from Drum and the ship built on the former churchyard of the the Trinity friars. This
churchyard had for a considerable time been used as a midden and orders were given for those who used it as a dump to clean
it up.
1632 William Guild, minister and afterwards Principal of King’s College founded a hospital for the Incorporated Trades in the
monastery that had formerly belonged to the monks of the Holy Trinity. In 1633 he handed over the whole of that property
including the church and churchyard to the Incorporated Trades. The street is named after William Guild who also got a
memorial, or more correctly a fountain constructed in his honour. Fiddler’s Well, named after a coal merchant of that name
dedicated the drinking trough that was originally sited at the junction of Market St and Guild Street. With the demise of thirsty
horses, the fountain was moved to Holburn Street outside the Seven Incorporated Trades Trinity Hall.
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Hamilton Place: Prof Hamilton and Prof Copland acted as expert advisers to the Town in the
early 1790s on how to improve the municipal water supplies, and for that they were both made
Burgesses of Guild of the City. The largest memorial to any citizen of Aberdeen stands in St
Nicholas kirkyard near the Union Street Gate and commemorates Robert Hamilton (1743-1829).
The granite memorial was erected in 1843 by public subscription from citizens, friends and pupils
and was designed by the City Architect John Smith who had also designed the nearby screen and
gateway. In 1777 Robert Hamilton was appointed Professor of Natural Philosophy in Marischal
College and later became Professor of Mathematics. He was widely recognised for his writing,
including an influential work on the National Debt and he also made significant contributions to the anti-slavery movement. In
1790 he published a short treatise ‘Peace and War’ highlighting the slender grounds on which expensive and bloody wars are
often undertaken, and the inadequacy of national advantages to compensate for the loss of men and money incurred by the
retention of foreign conquests. He ably combated that unbounded spirit of retaliation and conquest in which high-minded nations
are too ready to indulge. He is also commemorated in the City in the name of Hamilton Place.
High St. Unusually, the new town of Aberdeen does not have a High Street but Old Aberdeen
does. William Elphinstone was appointed Bishop of Aberdeen in 1483 and was also Chancellor of
Scotland. In 1495 a Papal Bull allowed him to set up a University, St Mary’s in Aberdeen and the
the third in Scotland. He subsequently changed the name to the University and King’s College of
Aberdeen, after James IV supported him. He was buried in 1514 before the alter in the Chapel but
his tomb vanished during the Reformation. It was decided to commission a monument to him for
the 400 th anniversary but WW1 got in the way and it was 1931 before the project actually started.
To their consternation in 1946, it was found that the completed monument could not be got inside
the Chapel and so rests outside, visible from the High Street. Seventeenth-century Scotland was mired in superstition and
religious intolerance. Men and women were accused of witchcraft, tortured, tried and executed. Blasphemy was punishable by
death and in 1697 an 18 year-old university student named Thomas Aitkenhead stood at the gallows in Edinburgh. He had been
found guilty of blasphemy and sentenced to death. It has been said that the death of Thomas Aitkenhead haunted 18th century
Scotland.
Thomas Reid founded the Aberdeen Philosophical Society or ‘Wise Club’ in 1758. He was a renowned Scottish philosopher
who instigated the Scottish philosophical school of 'common sense', wrote ‘An Inquiry Into the Human Mind on the Principles of
Common Sense’ and was a professor at King's College Aberdeen and Glasgow University. He claimed that “the rules of
navigation never navigated a ship. The rules of architecture never built a house.” The universities played key roles in the
Scottish Enlightenment for almost all of the leading lights of the Enlightenment held professorships. Their ideas and work spread
Enlightenment thought to a new generation of lawyers, teachers, doctors, ministers and philosophers.
Holburn St. Holburn Street went through a number of name changes. It was called South Road in
1809 when a new road joined up at the junction with Union Place. It then became Wellington
Place to commemorate another Duke who had little to do with Aberdeen. This part was described
as “a good spacious street leading from Union Place to South Bridge and Holburn Street “. The
city fathers must still have been confused so changed it to Holburn Road until logic prevailed and
the whole stretch from the Union Street junction to the Brig o Dee became known as Holburn
Street. It is interesting to read the official 1869 Ordnance Survey notes on pronunciation for it was
there that the correct How/Haugh became the more anglicised Hol by the Southampton
mapmakers. They had noted, “HOL BURN: A stream which leaves the west Burn of Rubislaw in B. Reid's Nursery and flows in a
easterly direction till it comes opposite to Ferryhill Mills where it changes its name to that of Ferryhill Burn and flows on to its
confluence with the River Dee.” NEW BRIDGE [Hal Burn] A small Bridge of one arch across Hol Burn at Newbridge works
Hardgate. So Hol and Hal in the same short sentence when it should have been Haugh or How!
Justice Mill Lane: This street is first mentioned in the 1300’s as Molendinum Justiciarii, Justice
Mills, as the king’s highway leading by the Dove-cot, roughly where the Monkey House is now.
The Upper Justice Treasury Mill: A Corn Mill on the South West precincts of the town was one
of the five Mills belonging to the Town Council and in ancient times these mills were
considerable objects of revenue to the town treasury. They were generally let on a 3 Year
lease in consideration of a grassum, the sum paid by the tenant to the landlord on taking up the
lease and an annual rent to the treasurer. As far back as 1575 mention is made of the town
mills, being granted to Gilbert Menzies of Cowlie for a debt of 600 merks due to him by the
community. The Lower Justice Mill was also a Corn Mill and situated a little below the Upper
Justice Mill and it too was of great antiquity, also being mentioned in
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1575. The power for both Upper & Lower Justice Mills was water supplied by a lade from West Burn of Rubislaw.
In 1640 Thomas Webster was the last Town Piper of Aberdeen, an office that had been abolished in 1630. He fell fighting at the
first Battle of Justice Mills but he was not a Covenanter but a reluctant conscript “harled out sair against his will”.
Sept 13 1644 Montrose sent an emissary to get the town to surrender or to remove all the young and aged to safety and fight it
out. They chose to fight but the truce was broken as they were passing through the Green when a drummer was shot and killed.
The Royalist General gave the order that no quarter be given, advanced and the armies met near the Justice Mills. A
Covenanting canon commenced the conflict but Montrose’s skill ensured that the Covenanting attacks failed. He rode in front of
his men, addressed them briefly and then ordered a Highland charge. The fight lasted two hours before the Covenanters fled
with any falling in the chase being put to death. Montrose left his followers to kill, rob and plunder the town. Men were dragged
out, stripped of their clothes, killed but the bodies were not allowed to be buried. If women were heard weeping, they too were
killed. Altogether 160 were killed, two thirds being non-Covenanters. Montrose returned to the city and ordered his men out.
Three days after the royalist forces left, Argyle entered the city with an army of 6000. On the first night they drank out all the
stale ale in Old Aberdeen. So many horses were seized that citizens couldn't take in their corn or peats. Montrose had wreaked
so much terror over the NE and Highlands that a bounty of £2000 was put on his head.
Lower Justice Mill, Union Glen. In their final form, an Upper Justice Mill occupied a site later partially covered by the Odeon
Cinema building, while the Lower Mill stood in Union Glen, at the bottom of the steep slope with its mill dam above and behind it
(see water wheel centre left). The left hand part of the building and the wheel were removed when the cinema was built, the
dam was drained and a thoroughfare created into Union Glen, but the central and right hand parts survived, albeit derelict, into
the 1960s.
Justice St: Justice Street was known for a long time as “The Port”. No vestige or sign of this Port
constructed in 1439 remains on the North East corner of the Castlegate, near the entry to
Gardeners Lane. In 1587 it underwent considerable alterations and repairs no doubt due to the
exposure of the heads and limbs of the condemned. It was the way where the convicted passed
on their way to be executed on the Heading Hill. It has also been suggested that this too was the
route that the Justiciar took when going to hold court on the same hill. As there were no houses at
the east end of the Castlegate when the Justice Port was built it lends credence to the name
Justice Street being a much later designation.
Leadside Road. Prior to records beginning in 1398 a mill lade was constructed to take water from
the Denburn at 120 ft above sea level. The Gilcolmston dam was constructed to deliver water to
the loch. It in turn supplied water to the town and also to powered the the Council owned Flourmill,
Mid Mill in the Green and the Taranty Mill nearer the harbour. The Council however failed to
stipulate their sole right to the water and to their consternation, the 1513 proprietor erected a mill
where Baker Street is now and used some of the water. The Council had a monopoly and citizens
within the Royal Burgh and the Freedom Lands were thirled to using the town mills or be
punished. It wasn't until 1679 that the situation was resolved when the Council bought the lands of
Gilcomston. The Gilcolmston Meal Mill only stopped working in 1830 and disappeared in 1842. The millrace supplied the
Gilcomston Brewery and some of the water powered a wheel there to pump water from a deep well. So successful was this
operation that it almost dried out the nearby Well of Spa.
Marischal Street. It was the earliest planned street, the first of the city's streets to be granitepaved and its neoclassical buildings were originally the homes of wealthy merchants. The
buildings were made of the more friable easier worked granite quarried close to the surface at
Loanhead, but this granite lacks the whiter sparkle of later buildings made from deeper quarried
stone.
There was no public access to the quay between Futty Wynd and Shore Brae so the town
purchased the Earl Marischal’s house for £600 around 1750 with plans to demolish it to make a roadway to the shore. It
became Aberdeen's first bridged street and was laid out between 1766 and 73 and in 1768 Bannerman’s Bridge was built over
Virginia Street. This bridge allowed Marischal Street to slope gently to the harbour, instead of dipping to meet Virginia Street.
This use of engineering to overcome the landscape to allow regular street layouts is typical of thinking of the Enlightenment. The
'Aberdeen Enlightenment' was part of the 18th-century Scottish Enlightenment that many historians believe helped to shape the
modern world. Design was also important to a former resident of the street, William Dyce, distinguished artist, designer and the
father of the Royal Academy of Art in London. His pre-Raphaelite style, was appreciated everywhere except in his home town.
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Madonnas apparently were certainly not appreciated in Aberdeen at that time. He was born in 1806 at 48 Marischal Street, the
son of Dr William Dyce. He was given charge of the School of Design in Edinburgh, and was then invited to London, where he
was based thereafter, to head the newly established Government School of Design, later to become the Royal College of Art.
Although he is buried in the churchyard of St Leonards Church in Streatham he is memorialised on his parent's grave in St
Nicholas Churchyard.
Market St. Market Street and the Market building obliterated the ancient thoroughfare of
Putachieside, so named because the town house of Sir Alexander Forbes (later the 1st Lord
Forbes) stood between the Green and Shiprow. He had acquired land in the Howe of Alford in
1411 for his part in the defeat of Donald, Lord of the Isles, at the Battle of Harlaw and his castle
there was called Putachie. Upper Market Street was built between 1840 and 1842 but was almost
built in the wrong place, 50 yards further west. Archibald Simpson saved the day. The harbour
was not really fit for purpose so plans had been drawn in 1833 for diversion of the Dee and to
make the Albert Basin. Years of discussion ensued and then the Aberdeen Harbour Act of 1868 allowed the Harbour
Commissioners to divert the River Dee to the south. The first turf was cut by Lord Provost Leslie on 22nd December 1869.
Market Street eventually joined up to Torry after the Victoria Bridge was built in 1881 response to the 1876 Ferryboat disaster
when 32 people drowned.
Netherkirkgate. An un-named country lane described in 1212 as skirting St Katherine’s Hill that
led through ash trees down to the Flour Mill Burn and on to the church could only be the
Netherkirkgate. First mentioned in Aberdeen’s UNESCO rated Records as Vicus Fraxini, the way
of the ash tree and in existence before 1382. This is the earliest recorded street in Aberdeen.
Parson Gordon noted that St Nicholas church courtyard was planted with great ash trees and it is
thought that the Netherkirkgate, the lower road to the church follows the line of the ancient street.
It is also difficult to visualise this area that used to reverberate with the sound of a waterfall
especially when in spate.
Old Mill Road. This was one of the earliest streets in the Ferryhill area for it followed the line of
an early field boundary. It traverses the easiest route along the escarpment leading down to the
old corn mills on the Ferryhill Burn. The road led from Marywell Street across Crown Street, Dee
Street, Gordon Street to the end of Bon Accord Street and on to the mill in Union Glen or the
Ferryhill mill. Its route suggests that Oldmill Road was there long before any of the other streets
in Ferryhill but new street layouts over the last two hundred years have left it zig zagging and
eventually subsumed in some places.
Oscar Road On the morning of First of April 1813, five whalers were riding at anchor in the
harbour roads when a sudden storm came on from the SE. Two ships weighed anchor and went
out to sea but the Oscar, instead of following them, hove to, to keep near the land so that the rest
of the crew could be ferried out. By this time she was far inshore, the wind had died but the gale
had put up a heavy inshore swell and then the tide started to come in. A gale sprung up from the
NE this time but despite trying to ride it out and using her anchors, she was driven ashore in
Greyhope Bay. They tried to fell the mainmast so they could scramble ashore but it fell badly
alongside the ship and all but two of the 44 men were lost. The crowds ashore could only watch
on helplessly as the crew were swept away. One woman lost her husband and two sons so was
left both distraught and destitute.
Peacocks Close; A narrow Close at 24 Castlegate that used to contain dwelling houses
extending from Castle Street to East North Street. Francis Peacock 1723 - 1807 taught dancing in
the town for 60 years. The purpose of dancing was to teach young citizens “manners and good
breeding” and the fees were six shillings and eight pence quarterly from each scholar. The
Council “was at a great loss for want of a right dancing master to educate their children”. Two
people answered their call and gave auditions in 1742 but the Council re-advertised the post in
1746 stipulating that the person should be “a sober, discreet and moral character”, and fees
increased to seven shillings. He married almost immediately after arriving in Aberdeen but
Francis Peacock filled the bill admirably and for 60 years distinguished himself “by his genius for music and painting”. He went
on to compose and publish music, was a noted artist and became a person of considerable means and bequeathed most of his
fortune to charity. It is sad that the tablet to his memory that had been in Drum’s Isle of St Nicholas Kirk and his portrait painted
by Aberdeen artist and friend Jame’s Wales have both disappeared.
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Ports The ports were closed not just for protection of visible forces but as a precaution
against disease and also marked the boundaries out-with citizens could not buy goods premarket. Between 1400 and 1647 there were 32 attacks of the plague with 1760 alone dying in
the last attack. Although in existence prior to 1434, it is not known when the ports were
actually built, and as for what they looked like, we only have some representations on Parson
Gordon’s Plan. There were six ports in total, the Gallowgate or Causey Port on Porthill was
considered to be the most splendid and was adorned with royal arms. It was even considered
ancient in 1518. In 1440 the Justice or Thief’s Port was the last to be built at the east end of
the Castlegate. This port had the distinction of having spikes for heads and limbs of those who fell foul to the demands of
justice.The Futty Port is mentioned in 1350 as of the king’s highway leading from the castle towards the village of Ffoty. The
Upperkirkgate Port was situated west of the millburn that passed under the street. It had been built with a room and gallery on
top, but in 1794 it too was demolished, the last port to go. The Netherkirkgate and the Shiprow, Vicus Navium, first mentioned
in 1400 also had Ports.
The city Ports were ordered to be repaired and vennels built up to prevent further attacks in 1525 after the Leslie Lairds’
outrageous attack. In 1587 the Laird of Balquhain rode to the Justice Port with 50 horsemen but couldn’t get in. The following
day he tried from the west side but was singularly unsuccessful. During the unruly times of 1683 the Council instructed the Dean
of Guild to repair and make lock-fast all the ports of the town. 1639 saw fortifications built around the town, especially from the
Gallowgate Port to Castlehill but Montrose led the army of 9000 troops into the open town after 60 of the principal citizens fled.
After a victorious march though the town they exited at the Justice Port to be joined by another 2000 troops raised from
Aberdeenshire. The town’s fortifications were then ordered to be destroyed. The Council decreed in 1769 that all the Ports
should be demolished as it was perceived that these structures were great obstructions to carriages of all kinds, “of which
repeated complaints have been made”.
Queen Street. This street came into being because residents in the Broadgate and Guest Raw
petitioned the Council to provide easy access to the Meal and Poultry Markets. They
considered it to be too inconvenient to go round via the Castlegate and East Street. The
Council bought a property on the Broadgate, demolished it and made a street to the back of
Lodge Walk. It was named after Queen Charlotte, spouse of the “Mad” King George the Third
and Byron lived in number 10, where the Pawnbrokers balls were before he moved to 64 Broad
Street. The 25th Oct 1775 is significant however as it marks the date of the Council formally
naming a new street. Naming streets after up market London streets or after eminent,
important or self-important local politicians became de rigueur.

Rose Street. The fancifully named Rose Street was originally just a small street extending from
Union Place northward to the Gate of the West Prison that came to be called Bridewell after a
namesake in London. It was opened in 1809 as a House of Correction and was in use till 1868,
when the new prison in Lodge Walk opened so it became surplus to requirements, closed and
demolished. For a short while, the site was laid out as the West End Pleasure Gardens and
Recreation Grounds. The demolition however allowed Rose Street to be extended northwards to
link with Henry Street which in turn led on to Skene Street. Henry Street had been named after
George Henry, Provost of the City between 1850 and 1853 but the whole street then became
known as Rose Street. Provost Henry who died in 1867 had the distinction of being the last
person in Aberdeen to wear powdered hair.

Rosemount Viaduct The construction of the viaduct swept away Mutton
Brae in the years between 1885 and 89. The first house only appeared there
in 1749.
Rosemount Place. Used to be Stocket Rd 1809. There has been no
maintenance to Richmond Street cassies since they were laid.
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Schoolhill; Grammar schools were originally found in monasteries to instruct youths in the
languages in vogue at the time and were under the direction of the bishop. The earliest recorded
date for Aberdeen is 1418 although records show that it was in existence by then. In 1612, there
was a revolt by the pupils, who were the sons or relatives of the country gentry, against the
unpopular Rector Mr Wedderburn’s discipline. The mutineers, armed themselves with hagbuts,
pistols and other offensive weapons and took over the sang school whilst threatening further
outrages. The ringleaders were jailed, 21 were expelled, not just from the Grammar school, but
from all schools in the town. In 1757 a new school was built close by on the former grounds of the
Dominican (Blackfriars) ground. It was in 1461 that the first documented evidence showed that it had become a named street.
The Sang or Music School also stood here as well as a Grammar School.
Shiprow: A narrow Street extending from Union Street to Market Street but in ancient times this
was one of the chief streets of the town. First mentioned as Vicus Navium in 1281 and known then
as the Shore Brae. Prior to the building of Union Street in 1880, the Shiprow was one of the most
important streets in the city, since it led from the harbour into the Castlegate area, the heart of
Aberdeen. Over the years it became more and more rundown and, although it had many historic
connections, nearly all of it was demolished in the 1950's and 60's. Fortunately Provost Ross’s
House was kept, renovated and extended to become Aberdeen Maritime Museum.
Spital/ Mounthooly. The name perpetuates the memory of a hospital neglected circa 1560, a
casualty of the Reformation that was dedicated to St Peter. It was founded in the Twelfth Century
by Bishop Matthew de Kininmond and in 1434 a Chapel was added by Bishop de Lychtoun, who
also sanctioned building at St Machar Cathedral. Mounthooly means holy, or church upland. The
Chapel on the Spital would be enough to give us this name but we have documented evidence in
1492 of a piece of land known as the holy-lande. Andrew Ancroft, a Burgess of Aberdeen sold
“land extending from the top of the hill downwards to the holylande”.
1519 saw a chapel dedicated to St Ann erected on the sickhouse croft for sufferers of leprosy that had became prevalent in the
town at that time. The disease didn’t disappear until the beginning of the 18th century. Lepers were forbidden to touch healthy
people or wash in streams used by others so they used a nearby marsh. They were however entitled to a peat from any cart
passing their house. When the hospital became unnecessary, it along with the grounds were sold, with the money being used
to establish a fund for the support of persons deprived of their reason.
St Nicholas Street/ St Nicholas Church (The Mither Kirk). Mentioned in a Papal Bull of 1157
which confirms previous royal grants so it has to be assumed that it is much older. In 1612 John
Allan, cutler and John Allan, bookbinder, (perhaps his son) were convicted of “setting ane goiff
ball in the kirk yeard and striking the same against the kirk”. After the Loch had been drained, it
was obvious that a new street would be required to connect Tannery Street to the new 1805
Union Street. St Nicholas St, Tannery St renamed George St in 1809 extended all the way north
to Woodside.
St Paul Street. Vennels abounded in the Aberdeen of old and remind us of the old Scoto-French
alliance, La Venelle, a narrow mean street. The town’s last named vennel was a wretched slum
that ran from the Gallowgate to the Lochside but was swept away with the construction of St Paul
Street in 1842. The street was named after St Paul’s Episcopal Chapel that was founded in 1720.
Redevelopment in the late 1980’s saw St Paul Street, that once boasted amongst the new
buildings a fine church and equally fine school reduced to virtually one building with a nameplate.
The 1720 Chapel used recycled pews from the Trinity Chapel but the building was not on a street
frontage but between the Gallowgate and the loch. The Gordon family, Lord Byron, the Gregory
family, former outlawed MacGregors and Francis Peacock worshiped there. The Chapel was rebuilt in 1866 but demolished in
1966 along with the rest of Loch Street.
Trinity Lane: An ancient road and main route on to the Castlegate for travellers from the South or
West. Trinity Street and Trinity Lane itself takes its name from the ground in the area once owned
by the Trinity Friars. In 1211 King William the Lion gave his “palace” to the Trinity Friars who built
a monastery on the grounds however the monastery was sacked by Reformers in 1560. The
convent was set on fire, one monk killed and some of the main building torn down but the other
buildings were saved and the church continued in use until its demolition in 1794.
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The churchyard was used as a midden until 1606 when the Council gave a weeks notice to those who had been using the
unofficial dump to clear the site or else! This was because they had granted permission to Alexander Davidson to build a ship in
the kirkyard of the Trinity Friars, of wood floated down from Drum. The barque took twice as long to build as planned and was
named Bon Accord on its launching.
After the Reformation the buildings were confiscated by the Crown who rented them out until they sold them in 1633 to Dr Guild.
The Council had tried to buy the property but the very contentious Dr Guild succeeded and almost immediately transferred the
property to the city’s Seven Incorporated Trades. They held their meetings for two hundred years in the Trinity Hall and
worshiped in the Trinity Chapel. The Chapel was opened for public worship in April 1794 and was an important centre for
religious life until the Disruption in 1843 when the congregation left it for a Free Church. The building was eventually sold by the
Presbytery and became the Alhambra Music Hall. In later years it became, a banana ripening warehouse, then a showroom and
then a restaurant.
Union Grove: The Hadden family who owned a large mansion house surrounded by pleasure
grounds and gardens as a rural idyll, left their mark in Aberdeen. 1790 was the year when working
with wool became automated. Hadden’s works in the Green used the most up to date machinery to
spin and weave all kinds of hosiery, except the very finest, and also to manufacture carpets. There
were 700 people working their steam powered machines but more than 550 were aged under 18.
Hadden family members went on to be eminent and prominent members of Aberdeen society and
filling the post of Lord Provost four times. One of their legacies is the name Hadden Street, between
Market Street and the Green.
Union St. To counter the “mean, hilly and inconvenient entrances to the town, Union Street was
started at the Castlegate end in 1801”. Most people fail to realise that Union Street from the Adelphi
to Union Terrace is completely artificial and that involved removing part of St Katharine’s Hill, and
bridging the chasms of the Putachie Burn and the Den Burn. For some years after Union St was built,
the area between Market St and Union Bridge became the place of sport of sport and recreation for
rowdies who found that the lums of the lower buildings in the Green had a particular attraction. In
1807 the Magistrates offered a reward of 5 Guineas for the detection of “certain idle and disorderly
persons who have for some times past been in the practice of convening in Union St in the dusk of the evenings and throwing
bricks, stones and other missiles, whereby passengers are apt to receive hurt and damage”. The West end of Union St used to
be called Union Place and in 1809 residents resisted the call to change the name to Street for there the street was narrower and
the style of the buildings were much smaller. An exception was the Reservoir, a large strong building in the north side of Union
Place that contained a huge iron tank. The 95,000 gallon tank 130 feet above sea level was supplied by river water in a 15 inch
cast iron pipe pumped from the Water Works at the Brig o Dee a mile and a half away. Increased demand for water meant that
the Commissioners of Police looked for a better source so Invercannie came into use in 1864.
Upperkirkgate. The thoroughfare is first mentioned as existing before 1382 and the name is a
combination of Germanic/Scandinavian names and reflected our historical European connections.
The magistrates however saw fit to open a school there for the teaching of the English language in
1672. Prior to that, the vernacular language had generally been taught by a few old men and women.
The magistrates however prohibited them from continuing to teach children to read or write under
pain of being severely censured. Since that time, properly qualified teachers have been nominated by
the town with an annual salary. The schoolroom was in Drum’s Lane on the north side of the
Upperkirkgate. This little lane connecting St Paul Street to the Upperkirkgate was formed in 1800 partly in the garden of Lady
Drum’s Hospital. She had mortified 3000 Merks in 1633 with the Council to maintain a hospital to care for widows and spinsters.
Virginia Street. By 1756 the town started to spread towards the harbour. The Trinity Burn was
diverted and Virginia Street was laid down in the mid-18th century on the reclaimed Shorelands, as
were Commerce St, Sugarhouse Lane, Water Lane, Pork Lane (Mearns St), James St and the lower
end of Marischal St. Until then, the waters of the Harbour had extended to the foot of the Castlehill at
high tide. The name of Virginia Street reflects the trade, some legal some not, with the Americas, as
does that of nearby Sugarhouse Lane relate to the West Indies. The historic Bannerman's Bridge
that was built on Marischal Street over Virginia Street and stood here from 1768 was swept away by
Grampian Regional Council, despite protests, in 1984 as part of the Aberdeen inner relief road.
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Windmill Brae. The steep road down into the town had for centuries been the main route and gave
rise to the expression that Aberdeen was a city without an entrance. Between 1780 and 1793 the
Council discussed creating a wide leading thoroughfare to the west from the Castlegate and started
purchasing property. By 1797 the envisaged new route that entailed the levelling of St Katharine’s
Hill doomed the former main thoroughfares to obscurity and of historic interest. Union Street was to
snuff out at least 7 centuries of supremacy for the roads leading west and south and of course the
beloved Bow Brig. Note the new gas lamps on the bridge. Public lighting had been introduced in
Aberdeen in 1721 and used rapeseed oil until 1751 when whale oil was introduced. Piped water could also be had, albeit on
the street. The Windmill at Porthill appears to have existed before 1271, but the one in at the top of Windmill Brae does not
appear to have been built before 1678. Perhaps it was built on an older erection, but its base now adorns a garden at Ardoe.

None of us would like to return to carrying water in from the street or going back to gas lamps and dark satanic mills but we
should make better use of our heritage to know what we had to plan a route for a better future.

